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school, currently enjoying an increase in en-
rollment. Thus, the parish recognized the ne-
cessity for a hub to carry on the progress and
traditions of the Blessed Sacrament commu-
nity. The establishment of a neighborhood
center invites parish members and neighbor-
hood residents to enter a partnership to en-
sure and enhance the neighborhood’s vitality.
In lieu of the new landmark, the neighborhood
formed an organization named “The Greater
Close Park Neighborhood Organization.” Their
mission is to maintain and improve the quality
of life in the neighborhood. They strive to
beautify the area with trees and flowers, de-
velop programs for seniors and children, en-
hance lighting in the Block Watch Program for
safety, and establish community projects like
Spring Clean Up, Welcome Wagon and a
neighborhood garage sale. These programs
will create recreational and social opportunities
for all ages. | stand here to applaud the efforts
of Blessed Sacrament to bolster a strong tradi-
tion of community in this West Toledo neigh-
borhood.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PAUL W. HODES

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, due to un-
avoidable circumstances, | missed one vote in
a series of votes on Tuesday, May 6, 2008. |
would have voted “yes” for the following vote:
(1) Rollcall vote 248—To Table Motion To Re-
consider.

——————

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, as a registered nurse with a
Master’s in Public Administration, it is a privi-
lege and a delight to offer a resolution recog-
nizing National Nurses Week, which is May
6th through the 12th.

My colleagues, Congresswoman LOIS CAPPS
and Congresswoman CAROLYN MCCARTHY,
are also nurses and champions of this resolu-
tion, and of the profession.

| thank them for their efforts to encourage
more than 110 Congressional colleagues to
cosponsor this bill honoring nurses.

The Congressional Nursing Caucus was
also helpful in promoting the legislation, and |
appreciate Members’ efforts to rally support for
H. Res. 1086.

National Nurses Week is celebrated annu-
ally from May 6, also known as National
Nurses Day, through May 12, the birthday of
Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern
nursing.

Nurses are a key component of our Nation’s
health care system.

Whether on the battlefield or at sea, in a
skilled nursing facility, in a hospital or even in
a patient's own home, the care that a nurse
provides is so very valuable.

Nurses are intelligent individuals who must
often make quick decisions in an effort to save
the life of a patient.
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Nurses are recognized as the patient’s pri-
mary advocate.

Nurses are tasked with closely monitoring
even small changes in patients’ health.

Nurses are tough. They often do their work
under duress, and in difficult conditions.

For 15 years, | provided hands-on patient
care as a psychiatric nurse.

The work was challenging and fulfilling.

Although more than 2.5 million nurses work
in the United States, our Nation has suffered
from a nursing shortage.

Those currently in the profession are begin-
ning to retire. There are fewer individuals en-
tering the profession.

The nursing shortage is unprecedented in
its depth and duration, with a projection of
over 1 million new and replacement nurses
needed by 2016.

Nursing schools need help attracting well-
prepared faculty to recruit the best and bright-
est into their educational programs.

Loan forgiveness and educational incentive
programs can help, but Congress must do
more to encourage bright young minds toward
nursing.

Nursing is a career that has been valued for
a long time, and it is fitting to recognize the
Navy Nurse Corps on its 100th Anniversary
this year.

For nearly 100 years before Congress for-
mally established the Navy Nurse Corps in
1908, women worked as nurses aboard Navy
ships and in Navy hospitals.

As early as the War of 1812, volunteers per-
formed nursing duty in places that were often
dangerous and required courage in the face of
adversity.

Members of the esteemed Navy Nurse
Corps care for those brave men and women
who fight for our freedoms.

They contribute to relief efforts in all corners
of the globe.

They serve in lead roles as part of a unified
health-care team.

The Navy Nurse Corps practices progres-
sive patient care.

It enjoys a rich heritage accompanied by
high-tech training.

A registered nurse in the Navy is also a re-
spected Officer, serving in modern facilities at
home, at sea, around the country and across
the globe.

| am proud to especially recognize the Navy
Nurse Corps for its centuries of outstanding
service for our military men and women.

Today’s resolution honors the good work
that all nurses do.

H. Res. 1086:

(1) recognizes the significant contributions
of nurses to the health care system of the
United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of National
Nurses Week, as founded by the American
Nurses Association; and

(3) encourages the people of this Nation to
observe National Nurses Week with appro-
priate recognition, ceremonies, activities, and
programs to demonstrate the importance of
nurses to the everyday lives of patients.

Along with my many supportive colleagues,
| want to thank the House leadership for bring-
ing this important resolution to the Floor.

May 7, 2008
TRIBUTE TO KENTWAN BALMER

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on
October 15, 1986, Christa and Charles
Balmer, Sr., were blessed by the birth of their
youngest child, Kentwan.

Kentwan grew up in Weldon, a very small
town in my congressional district with a popu-
lation of about 1,375 people. Kentwan at-
tended O.R. Pope Elementary, Weldon Middle
and Weldon High School. As a high school
junior and senior, he earned All-Area and All-
Conference honors. Kentwan was also an im-
pressive bowler and dedicated a good deal of
his time as a member of the North Carolina
Shrine Bowl Team.

Kentwan earned a full scholarship to play
football at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. He saw limited action in nine
games as right defensive end as a freshman,
coming up with one assisted tackle. As a
sophomore, he appeared in Il games, and
started in the final 3 games of the season.

As a junior, Kentwan appeared in 10
games, starting the final 8 games as left de-
fensive tackle. The highlight of his season
came against rival Duke when he blocked two
extra point kicks in a one-point victory.

As a senior, he shifted to right defensive
tackle. He earned second-team All-Atlantic
Coast Conference honors and received the
team’s James Southerland Award. He ranked
second on the team with 59 tackles, including
3.5 sacks.

In 42 games at the University of North Caro-
lina, Kentwan started 23 times. He collected
93 tackles with 7 sacks. He also deflected
three passes and blocked a pair of kicks.

On April 26, 2008, the San Francisco 49ers
selected Kentwan with the 29th overall pick in
the first round of the National Football League
draft. He’s expected to play either nose tackle
or left defensive end. Kentwan is UNC’s 17th
first-round draft pick in school history.

Kentwan is known for his strength,
athleticism, and versatility, and the 49ers ex-
pect him to anchor their defense for many
years to come.

Madam Speaker, this is a great day for the
town of Weldon—the place of Kentwan'’s roots
and a very significant part of the First Con-
gressional District of North Carolina. As
friends, family and fans come together to cele-
brate at Clem’s Grand Ballroom in Weldon on
May 9, | ask my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives and folks all
across North Carolina to join me in wishing
Kentwan many successful years with the San
Francisco 49ers. We applaud Kentwan’s com-
mitment, determination and dedication in
achieving such a major accomplishment.

———

MAY 10TH IS A SPECIAL DAY FOR
THE PEOPLE OF AZERBAIJAN

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
on May 10, 2008 the people of Azerbaijan
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